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4 brief and general Account of 4 late m 


preſent Coffee s of many of the Peaceable? 
je called . en upon the late Alt . 
venticles; for no other Cauſe but Meeting te 
to Worſhip God according to their perſinal 


and Conſciences. 
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25 Herea many of the ſaid People, have of late 
: been, and till are greatly diſquieted , and | + 
| ſeverely uſed, many poor Families Ruined ©! 

as to their Livelihoods; the Fatherleſs and Wid- 

dows greatly Oppreſſed ; many honeſt Trades-men 

di d, Trading in many places much ſtopt and 

| decayed; the Poor wanting Bread, by reaſon of the 

PE. great ſpoyl and hawock that's made upon many In- 

| nocent Induftrious Families, only for the exerciſe of 

| their tender Conſciences, as by the following Rela» 
| tion will appear: Which ſufferings have been occas 
1 ſianed by ſome idle and diſſolute perſons, who being 
. not willing to take pains for an honeſt Livelihood in 
| | the Creation, as other men do, arc turned Informers, 
going from place to place on purpoſe to find out ſuch * 
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Meetings ; troubling the Moy; flrates, and inſtigas 
ting ſuch as are willing to gratifie them, that they 
may make a prey upon the ſaid Peoples Eftates and 
Livelihoods ; ruining and deſtroying theſe Peaceable 
Proteſtanta Subjects, under pretence of doing the 
King Service. 


We therefore entreat your Patience to peruſe the fol. 
lowing account, and take it into your ſerious 
Conſiderations, to afford the Sufferers 2 ef 

fedlual and ſpeedy relief, by ſtopping ſuch In- 
humane proceedings for the future, that they 


and their Families may not be utterly deftroyed. 


fined x 1. 105. had all his Goods taken away, not leaving him ſo 
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Huntington. ſpire, 1670. 


Or meeting together to worſhip God, Eigh ſons have 
been ſiaed an, wx oh times — 1. 3 Pe 10 24 — hath 
been taken from them, Sheep, Cowes, Horſes, og, 
Wool, Oatmeal, Carts, Pewter, Panns, and Potts, and other 
Goods to the value of 2761. 5 . Note, The. Lifter was 

fined 2 J. For which they took a Horſe from him worth 6 J. and's 
Cow worth 2 1. they ſold the Horſe to Hen. William calleda Juffice 
for 25 -. and the Cow to another juſtices man for 165. 64. Chrsſto- 
pher Maidfton, for being at two Meetings, fined 205, for himfelf 


and his Wife, upon the Oath of John Blake , and Will Scot Infor- 


mers, who ſwore falſly, for the Woman was not at the i 
Jaſper Lifttr, having all his Goods taken away, he went to 7 

:eron, called a Juſtice,for a Bed, which he re he defired 

ight have a Blanket to- cover him; but it would not 
though he had Three Children, and himſelf fo lame, that 
on Crutches, and when no body would buy the Goods in the ; 
ket, the Juſtices-would meet at an Inn, and ſell them by the inch of 
Candle; fe 
ſome,& their Clarks; and their Kindred many times for agreat d 
leſs than half the worth of them. 


anſwered, meet to worſhip God; he ſaid, you have ſaid enough to 
condemn your ſelf, and all that be here, and fined them; John 


48 a Diſh, or Spoon, nor the Dung in his Yard, though he had 
fold it-before for 6 5. | 

And when the Officers returned, that. there was no Goods left, 
but F and Stools, Rob, Apreice called Juſtice, bid them take 
the friends Coat off his back, if he had two, and the other things 
theymight carry out and ſet fire on them. 


them to Informers, Juſtices & themſelves, buying. 2 


uſtice Hie ron, 1 a 
meeting at God vn hefter, asked them what they did there? one - 
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Lincoln. ſbire. 
a { 


Aken for ſeveral meetings, Goods and Cattle ( in the Years 
1670. C2) and (74) To thevallue of 3911. 187 4 4, for 
944.105. fines, Will, Lewis a Prieft, and Fobn Ward 4 Pariſh 
c Hark Informers, ' One John Obrey, Prieſt of Anderby, 
ſetting the Informers on, threatning that he will ſtarve the Cuckers 
by this AR. Richard Prisby, and Edward Greaves two other Inſor- 
mers ſwore, that one ohn Peachell ſpoke in the meeting. when not 
one word was ſpoken by him; nevertheleſs, one called Juſtice 
Therrald fined him 20 1. The aforeſaid Hiſtreſſrs were taken, al - 
though no Teſtimony ever came in —7*˖—— but that they were 
muet together in peace and quietueſs, and. no outward exerciſe of 
Religion, nor pretence of any proved #gainſt them; and ſome of 
them never called, to anſwer, nor no witneſs {worn in their Gght 
again them, but the witneſſes examined in private, and chat coun- 
weda Conviction.” | 


Camhridg: ſbire. 


T* from ſeveral perſons in this County, in the Year 1670, 

= 1673. 1674. Goods, viz. Pewter-diſhts, Wood, Braſs, Li- 
men-cloath, Shop- goods and Working-toals,to,the very Shooma- 
kers- laſts, and Womens Coats, Head.cloths, Moves and Fateq, 
and Cowes, and Horſes, in all to the wallue of 608 J. 10 5, 3. 
They took from George Thorrom good of Ely, his Bed and 'Gowen- 
leds, and left the poor man to lodge en ſtraw, and afterwards for 
ſtanding in the ſtreet before his own door, was fined 10 4. by Fang- 
_ and Lamy called Jaſtices,” for which his Sheets; \Pillowboges, 
and very Shirt was taken from him, though he vas very fick in body 
at that time. Edward Cook Miller, for 51. x 5, finc, had taken 
His two Loading Horſes, his Houſhold-ſtuff, to the Bedds and Bed- 
Keads the children lay on, and childs Cradle, to the vallue of 12 l. 
7 $ 5, To that the children were fain to lye on Straw upon the Boards, 
by which means they fell ſick, and one dyed fince. 


Stephen Perry Tinker. he two grand Informers in 
Simeon Prieh 


Barber, I this County. 
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Cormwall. 


Aren from 69. Perſons for 311 J. 5 5. fines laid . 
the yeares 1670. 1673, 1674. In Goods and Cattle, to the 
value of 497 4. 13.5. 8. d. Henry Williams a poor man, fiript fo 


near that they left him neither-Breeches to ware, nor Bed tolye 
on, and took his very Hatchet, he ſhould work withall ; from ano- 
=" ·[N man, for 15 7. fine, they took his wives wearing ap- 
— there are lately ſeveral perſons fined, to the value of 147 l. 
for which diſti cſſes are not yet taken. | 
Alſo many are proceeded againſt upon an old ſtatute againſt Po- 
piſh Recuſants, and returned into the Exchequer for a Seizure, of 
two thirds of their Eſtates, and a writ of enquiry ſent down to 
Commitſhoners, to enquixe into their Eſtates, N 


Darby-ſhire. 48 £ 


8 Perſons fined alfo for Meeting 283 l 25, $4. or there a. 
) bouts, had taken to the value of 3661, 4 5. 10 d. in-Cowey, ' 
Swine, Shoes, Leather, Corn, Hay, Houſe-hold. Stuff, to the Diſh 
and Spoon, and working Gear z and from the Smith his Bellowg. 
and Tools, ſweeping all away, both within doores and without. 
Nalliam Cooper had taken his Cow, Corn, Hay, houſhold- goods, 
to bis wearing Cont, and the meat he had provided for his Wite, and 


three ſmall Children, 
Norfolk. 


Akten. from ſeveral perſons in the yeares 1670 and 1674. the 
2 value of 1244 1.75. 5 d. In Cattle. Sheep, Houſhold-StufF,” - 
and the Dung · Fork, Pitch- Fork, and Daubing-fork ; the Mans 
Doublet, 1and Breeches, the Wives Coates, and their Beds 
from under them, that they were ſain to lye on Straw; takelog all 
at one Houſe, both within doores and without : the Juſtice bi 2 
the Officers take all they had, and then they ſhould have _ _ 
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to diſtrain for Fra. Landers Wives fine, but the bed ſhe lay on, 
being lick 7 like to die, (and ſhe did die that night: ) he ſaid he 


cared n e the bed from under her, and ſometime after ſhe 
was buried? ſome cauſed her body to be taken up again, in an In- 
humane manner, breaking the Coffin, that they were fain to tye 
it together, and carried it upon a pole, and ſet it in the Market 
Place, to the amazement of many People. 

And about 12 perſons being in a Room viſiting their lick friend, 
(upon his deſire) and one of them ſpeaking p or 6 words to him, 
the Informers ſwore againſt them, and the ſick man was fined 200, 
for having the ſaid Meeting in his houſe, and had 6 Cowes taken 
1 and the others fined 20 /. for the Preacher, which was alſo 
cavicd. 

Fohn Patterſon of Cockley Clay, had his Barn of Corn ſeized on, 
and 200 Sheep taken, worth 80 l. and ſold for 65 l. or thereabouts; 
Alſo many are lately preſented in this County, as Popith recuſants. 


Nottinghamſhire. 1670, 1674. 


Ten te the value of 695 J. 3 4. 6 d. in Cattle and Houſhold- 

Stuff, from ſome all their goods, excepting a Barrel of Beere, 
a Cradle, and ſome Bread and Cheeſe, whichthe Officers for pity 
hid, and told the women of it; the Juſtice bid the Officers take three 
or four times as much as the fines that they might allow good penny 
worths, They took from a poor fatherleſs Boy, his Coat and 
Breeches; not leaving the Woman at one houſe a Stool to fit on 
to dreſs her Child: Two perſons appealing to the Seſſions, they 
ordred them their mony again; but PenniſtowWhaley,called a Juſtice, 
fraudulently detains 60 U, in his hands contrary to the orders of 
the Seſhons. 

Note, Colgrave the grand Informer, ſwearing falſly ſeveral times, 
as that perſons were at a Meeting, when they were not, and that 
there was preaching, when there was not one word ſpoken ; and 
that divers were not worth 10 . though it was proved in o 
Court, they had Horſes, Beaſts and Sheep of their own at 
ume. 
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S N perſons have had their goods and Catch taken 028 
vallue, viz. — 2 * r Jedds, Ce 
Panns; Pewter, and other Houſh 


| git woul note mig are 

ſaying;they wanld rurn Sas rea 
week. 'The laformers hs; ghly. ncouraged 
ing C ; they uſed $i J in byes 
3 the hair ane den 
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wifc bake? 3 would 4oformgr. + 
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= . e in rd. 
* Many more Warrants out to diftrem, which are not yet execu- 
ted. 

One man fined 5 4, for which the Officers tool a childs coat, . 
which the os ſeeing, cryed out with a loud voice. 
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Elfer, 1670, 1674. 1675, 5 


Wee 467 l. 195 5 d. 4 Cloath, womens 
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Statute the 23th of Elizabeth ta be ret ne d Fe, e EX f 
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J.. V Uch * diſtr eined, and ſol, to — nt 
» from ſabouting.inen their working-tools taken 3 — them, 
$1 that ſome were conſtrained to give over dei N toc mt 
"*'8 \ from a Smith, his Bellowes, Anvil * ME: a 
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Surrey, from 1670, to 51676. 
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3 TP irreen perS$ns for meeting, had Cattle, Corn, and other goods 
taken from them, to the vallue of 691, 6K 10 d. Fobn Clark 
of + atington, A Prieſt, being Informer in this County, the Officers 

with him went igto a back-ſide to diſtrein, and running after the 

k . Piggs, they ſaw a blind Horſe, the Prieſt ſaid they muſt take him, 

* the Office®ſaid he was worth little, he ſaid they muſt take him, 
though they knock him on the head for his skin to ſcll,. 


Suſſex. 


1 * four perſons for meeting, had Cattle, Horſes, „ | 
and other» goods diſtreined from, them, to the vallue & 


66 l. 15. f 
28 olle, from 1670, to 1675. 


Ne hundred and thirty perſons for meetings, had their Cattle 
Horſes, Corn, Bedding, and other goods diſtreinad, to the 
»  vallue of 1294. 15. 7 d. amongſt others, ſome poor E ha⸗ 
ving ſome Nine, others 3 children, uud taken from them the very 
Pott that ſhould boyl their meat in, and other ſmall neceſſaries for 
their ſubſiſtance; and one poor lafant bereaved of its Blanckets 
here with it was ſwadled, with the Pillow and Bolſter whereon it 
lay iy the Cradle; others their bed taken from under therny and 
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to lye on Strap. 1 a 


Somerſet ſpire; from the year,1670,g0 1674. 
| r. Horſes, Cowes, Sheep, Wpol, Cloth, Bedds, bed- 
5 E e Meal, Bacon, 
- and ſuch like; to the vallug of 906 J. 3. 94. beſides ſeveral other 
a this County have had th ſcized on, that. as yet 
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| weknow not. the ralve br, N. 10 18. 7 

his Braſs and Pewter taken daa, and tot 0 CTY ot 5 3 
dreſs Victuals in: There hith alſo been much havoch made on the 
Goods of Widdows, Poor, Aged, n peoplg and r; ne 4 
3 | br 
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„ Sep, 


13 in Cloath, Stuff, Pewter, Commer 5 ; Braſs 2 other f 
9 Houſhoſd. goods, to the value of 311. 45. old Wid- 
dow woman, ſhe then having in, her Cuſtody a erleſs C 
which was her Sons, the Man being then very dicke,, and in dang 
of death; andthe Prie(t, the Informer, hfving cauſed her G 
be taken from her, ſhe brought him the Chila,* and told him 
take care for it; but the ſame Evcfipg he returned the to 
her, which ſhe received: When her Son was recovered, — took 
the Child into another County, yet this Informer, the 
tayne th this Old Woman in Priſon, and faith he will bed = 
unleſs ſhe will find Sureties that the Child ſhall not — troubleſ, 
2 to thePariſh, although-it was Born there, and its * and G 

father continued there many Ne | 
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2 legen Perſons for Meet dad taken from chem, 

s 8 Onen, Sheep, Horfes, „Corn, Hay, Beaſt, Pewier, 
Sheets, Blankets, —_ Plow, with pd nee other 
pg he value of 172/. 53. 4d. An Inf knockt one 4 

off his Horſe with hs i oa ew his $ord and bent 
bim, and —_ conmanded: the + Diſt his Goods, * 
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%; . ; Dorſet-ſhare. 


T Aken from TwentyEight per ons (whereof ſome poor ,& maim- 


ed in the Kings ſervice) in mony, Cows, Heifers, Calves pew. 
ter, Braſs,and other Houſhold Goods, and the Womans Peticoate, 
and Shoes, to the value of oO . 11 5,114. One Kebert Cul. 
lifor d a Juice, at a Meeting, kickt Wbora/ Coleman on the 
well, ſeveral other places, and alſo ſtruck her violenily with 
his dog Whip, and pincht one man by the Ear, calling him Rogue 
and thief; and pincht ſeveral others till they were Black upd 


A Sadleuwas taken worth 9g 5. for 1 4. leavyed ſhort before. 
A. fine charged for a Speaker, he being knovn not do be at the 
Meeting that time, but el{where: another ſworn againſt, yet not at 
the Meeting: A poor man t whom yarn was delivered to work on, 
had his door broke up, and it taken from him, for anothers ſup- 


Poſed offence. To. Dyker* the Informer, going to Scize {Henry 


Fudger Cowes, Henry's Wile, and Son, and Daughter, flopd be, 
0 fore the Cattle in the ground, being not willing to part with . 
but the Informer in a rage drew bis* Sword, and threatmed to run 
the Woman big with Child, through; and Henry Hodge: ſtanding by 
with a Child in his Arms, thou gh he ſpake not a word, he 2 
ont with his fword to the Bone, and ſtruck him many gther 
Blowes ; ſo that he broke his Sword in two peices. 

In the fame County Ten Perſons Indicted as Popiſh Recuſunts, 
though known to be of the People called Quakers; anda writ of 


ry ſent down to Co to enquire into their real and 
wall Eſtates: And others whoſe names we yet know ndt, gfe 
ike to ſuffer upon the fame : t. N 


. any 2 
Lancaſbire. + 


Orty one Perſons for Meeti had goods taken 'aw 5. the 
Fave of 95 7 behidevieveral ined nor yer difleeyned'? Eight 
erſons remaining i priſon in this County, for non-payment of 
Frier; ſome of the aforementioned ſufferers for —_— 
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| T Ix: y Per ſons have had goods takeg awa and fines impoſed to 8 

| the value of 334 1. 185, 8 4. One had T his goods in his Houſe 

and Shop taken away ; two other poor Men having each but one : 
4 Cow, to give their young Children Mk , were both takeff away, 
l a ith their Beds and Blahkets; all herag not enough, Ge e Valleys * 
called a Juſtice, required an Oath of the t. they. \. 

dad not left one of them worth uny thing. Nineteen nerfousined, 
and have had goods raken away — to Swear ) 7 whe | 
luc of 1 "26 44%, W LS 1 4+ 


* Stafford: ſhire, from 464;x to 16% 


Ga Meetings, to the vallue uf y 485 * 
"4 I 164 Alice Bowman, for ſpetking a few. =2 


< > Prieſt andthe people in their Houſe was 0 thE 


32 


Houſe of Correction, with child: under which hard 

- uſage the Child died. 5 
5  Herefor 1 
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f * 8, and fold by the Officers and In- 
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Hamp-ſpire. 1670. 


TJ WaPerions ined for Meetings, had taken from them, G0 


to the value of 361, 104. 
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2 ſons for Maetin . bad taken from them, Oxen, Cow 
F Seer, Mault, Wool — Houſholi Goods, to the Tal of * 
is 81. 9. 6 d. The ſeizers of theſe goods, came in at a Wind 
| one houſe, and broke open a door at another; one of Su ſi 
rers is a poor Woman eng Chilqges. 


Northumberland, 1655. 


Ser N committed to Priſon for Meeting ʒ one;of 
322 been ſick of the — — 1 car, wg: cn 
very rudely, and haled out of the 
Town, being ſcarce able ro gag 


3 Devgnyſbire, from 1670, to — "5 


S Ixty one perſons for Meeting. had er Brafs potts, Sheep, 


Seek, -f ire-Pan, Weary 
Houſheld-Stuif and neceſſa "Per | 
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Sai Pry 
Cork ſbire, 


Aken for N in 8 
1 , to the value of water irs Shop wa 
— one Peffon in this County Twenty - Head” 
Nine Horſes, and 130 $ in all worth 130 J. And when 
Conſtable affirmed at the that be could not get eee 
one of he Jultices told him. yu en, git 
the Loeoharebeep to this County, 
ve very 
e not to be the Loſs _—_— ma 
Trades men, and Labouring Poor men, who® 
their Looms, Leads, And le por Women bd tu God 
holders of 2 — poor Women had 
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”” ward; p »A * ö che fs * * 
Went to James Metcalf, called a Juftice , | — 8 5 


granted a Warrant #0 Diſtrain; but uf 
moſt moderate Jofffices, judged this h#fg 1 = 
ordered” to de 8 This "is only noted 2 


wicke unermeros, anne 194-4 ef 17003 
Im $69 51 


Note, That among the Sufferers , the. Burthen hath fallen ex- 


ceeding heavy upon ſome Particylars, as Farmers, Trades men, 
e Handicraſt men, being Figed and Unresſonably Di- 
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